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Cliff  N otes  ...  

What does the Bible say about aging, time, life etc.? Lots 
actually. As I write this, a dear friend lies in her hospital bed 
and I wonder where she will be by the time you read this. I do 
not view death as an enemy, merely a door, but I am amazed 
at how quickly that door comes in to view. It seems like 
yesterday that my dear friend was baking cookies as a half 
time snack for the hotly contested ping pong game that was 
taking place in her basement. What a journey.  
 

We have Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, ñA time for all seasonsò that helps 
us understand that each of us is on a journey through time, 
and in that journey, we will experience a variety of ñtimes.ò 
Some of them will be good and some of them will be hard. If 
you havenôt read this text in a while, take a moment and do 
so. Itôs worth the time (pun intended).   
 

There is also Job 12:12, ñWisdom is with the aged, and 
understanding in length of days.ò (ESV) Maybe it is because I 
am now among the aged, but it really does seem like age 
brings a lived wisdom. Isnôt it frustrating when you try and 
help a young person not make the mistakes you made and 
even as you are talking you can see that it is falling on deaf 
ears? Everyone has to live their own lives and life is such that 
each generation has to learn the same thing by making the 
same mistakes. But, thatôs life. Maybe the best we can do is, 
ñWalk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the 
time.ò (Colossians 4:5 ESV)  
 

If things continue on as they have since I have been alive, 
history will probably look back on this time as an era of slow 
change, but for me it seems incredibly fast. I struggle to keep 
up with changes that young people donôt even seem to notice.  
 

So how do you keep up with the times, or even know what 
time it is? Simple, it is what it is. And now Iôm back to 
Ecclesiastes 3:1, ñFor everything there is a season, and a time 
for every matter under heaven.ò So, what time is it? I donôt 
know what time it is for you; for me, itôs time to go, but before 
I do, let me share a poem I wrote that sums up for me how 
getting older feels. 
 

ñOn Agingò -by Cliff Caton 
 

Some days the time I have left seems so short it takes 
my breath away, 

Other days it seems so long it makes me groan. 
 

Now go hug someone you love, you may not be able to 
tomorrow. 
 

Shalom, 

Cliff Caton  
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This is the third in the ñAvoiding Scamsò series.  
Previous in the series are Avoid Isolation and  
Loneliness, and Avoid Online Romance Scams.  
As stated earlier, I am not an expert, but I am sharing info I 
learned while attending an Elder Scams Program from the FBI and 
KCPD. If I can be of benefit to you in any way, please let me 
know. You can talk to Pastor Cliff or Martin Kreissler as well. 

 

Scammers may initiate contact through the mail or by phone. 
Types of scams out there may include:  

¶ Winning a free gift, sweepstakes, vacation or prizes, or get-rich 
schemes. You must act now, or the offer will expire. You only 
have to pay for postage or handling fees in order to receive. 
They ask for a credit card number to ensure delivery. 

¶ Debt relief scams. 

¶ Weight loss and ñcure allò scams. Anti-aging claims; claims for 
sound amplification products.  

¶ ñEmergencyò and ñGrandparentò scams.  

¶ ñFreeò or ñRisk freeò trials. You may be automatically enrolled in 
an auto ship program with additional monthly charges without 
your consent.  

¶ Technical support scams. ñMicrosoft calls and says theyôve     
noticed your computer has been hacked and for $400 they will 
run security software for you. Payment options are credit card or 
pre-paid cards. Malware can potentially be installed.  

¶ Real Estate and Timeshare Resale. 

¶ Phishing. Phishing is a technique of fraudulently obtaining private 
information. Typically, the phisher sends an e-mail that appears 
to come from a legitimate business, bank, or company or web-
site requesting "verification" of information and warning of 
some dire consequence if it is not provided. The e-mail usually 
contains a link to a fraudulent web page that seems legitimateð
with company logos and contentðand has a form requesting 
everything from a home address to an ATM card's PIN or a credit 
card number. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  

¶ Medicare and/or Social Security will NOT call asking for your 
Medicare number oR SS number over the phone.  Never provide 
this information over the phone.  

¶ If you receive pre-approved or pre-screened credit card or    
insurance offers; you can opt out: Contact 1-888-567-8688 or 
www.ooptoutprescreen.com.  
  

When we are contacted by some of these methods, we tend to 
ñtrust people.ò Unfortunately, in these times we need to use     
prudent judgement to evaluate authenticity. We may not report 
suspected fraud because of being embarrassed for others to know 
we have been scammed. How could we be so foolish to fall for 
this? The scammer will count on your reluctance to report.  

 

If in doubt, call the verified business, or the state Attorney      
General. NEVER send Amazon, eBay, Google, etc. gift cards as 
payment for services or send via Western Union or wire money to 
a person or company NOT known to you personally. DO NOT click 
on links in your email if the sender is unknown to you. Never 
download the attachments provided.   

 

Please let me know if I can provide sources to help you identify 
possible scams. One excellent site is the FTC who offers a variety 
of booklets and publications. Thank you for allowing me to share 
with you ï And donôt be scammed!   
 

Sue Raymond  
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Long Term Concerns 

 Concerns & Celebrations 

 PRAYERS FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

If you have a family member, friend or loved one 
who is serving active duty in the military, please  

contact the office to have them included in our ongoing 
prayers. If available, please provide us with a picture and any 
pertinent information you wish to share, such as: name, 
relationship to you, family, where they are serving, what 
capacity they are serving in, etc... 
 

Please keep the following troops in our prayers: 
 

 

Concerns 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Celebrations 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

To respect the privacy of our members, we omit concerns, celebrations, birthdays, anniversaries, and any 
other sensitive information when the newsletter is published on our website. Thank you for understanding. 
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES IN WORSHIP 

Do you have the gift for hospitality? Are you a techie and  
able to adjust things quickly? Can you pronounce 
ñMahershalalhashbazò ? 
 

Then consider taking a more active involvement  
in our worship services. We are always looking  
for individuals who are interested in  
being a worship leader, greeter,  
candlelighter, and sound or visual tech.  
 

There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin  
triangle in the foyer at church or you can  
see Nancy Cook with questions. 
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MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 
Sunday, March 15th @ 12:00pm 

See Heather Lehman, Board Chairman, w/questions. 

Board meetings are held on the third Sunday or each month (unless 
otherwise advertised) and are open to the congregation to attend. 
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SCOUT CHILI -COOK OFF BATTLE  
Saturday, February 22nd  

5:00 to 8:00 pm  
 

Come be our judges!  
$5 per person or $20 per family  
 

Troop families are having a chili cook-off battle! Come be our judges! 
A portion of the sales goes towards their scout and the other portion 
to help raise funds for their Eagle scarves. 

NURSERY WORKER POSITION AVAILABLE 
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Girl Scout Troop 1844 is doing a 
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They are collecting  

NEW, COLORFUL SOCKS! 
 

There will be a collection box in the foyer at 
church on Sundays, February 16th & 23rd 

 
They are also collecting toiletries. 

Suggested items: colorful socks (all sizes), travel sized  
bottles of shampoo, soap & conditioner, etc. 


