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OPERATION CHILL-OUT 

NEEDS YOUR HELP. . . 
As the seasons change, and the cold weather settles in (maybe?),  
that means itôs time to jump into the 16th Annual Operation  
Chill-Out. Although donated items are collected and distributed to  
local agencies all year long, the demand really grows as winter  
comes and temperatures start to drop.  
 

With a lot of help from church members and huge donations from the public and a few  
businesses, Operation Chill-Out is able to distribute blankets, coats, hats, gloves and other  
winter essentials, linens and hygiene supplies to different agencies throughout the Kansas City 
area all year round. 
 

Because of the kindness of the people of our church, what started as a goal of collecting 1,000 
blankets for Micah Ministries has grown into a huge ministry that keeps Kansas City warm.  

 

Freezing for a reason  

Friday, Jan 7th thru Sunday, Jan 9th  
Itôs right around the corner! Freezin for a Reason, our annual homeless 
awareness sleep-out, is scheduled for Friday, January 7th through Sunday, 
January 9th. We will collect donations from the public and attempt to raise 
the awareness of homelessness in Kansas City.  

 

This event takes effort from EVERYONE to make it a success and there are opportunities for 
ALL to participate no matter your skills or abilities: 
 

¶ SLEEP OUT to raise awareness for the cause (Anyone under 18 must have an adult stay 
with them. Everyone is responsible for their own setup and tear down.) 

¶ Help shuttle donations into the church. 

¶ Help sort and bag the donations so they can be distributed to agencies in our area. 

¶ Provide food and warm drinks for volunteers through out the weekend (coffee, hot 
cocoa, crockpots of soup/chili, sandwiches, chips, etc.). 

¶ Collect donations from friends, family, co-workers and bring them up here (we accept 
new and gently used: blankets, coats, hats, gloves, scarves, toiletries, socks, boots and 
shoes, and clothing for children and adults). 

¶ Make a FINANCIAL DONATION (checks made to FCC, memo: ñblanket fundò                  
or give securely online at https://www.gofundme.com/blanketkansascity). 

¶ PRAY for the event and those who receive these donations. 
 

If you have questions, contact Rick Brasfield at 816-679-2130 or rickbrasfield@sbcglobal.net.  



Cliff  N otes  ...  

If you have spent much time exercising, then you know you 
need to drink water well before you are thirsty. If you wait to 
drink till you are thirsty, then you are behind the curve and are 
getting, or are already, dehydrated. If you wait till the night 
before your test to study (itôs still called cramming, right?) then 
you may be able to cram enough of the information into your 
short-term memory to pass but you havenôt really learned much. 
If you start saving for retirement in your fifties, well thatôs just 
foolish. What do all these examples have in common? Thinking 
ahead, planning and taking responsibility.  
 

So how do these same characteristics show up in our spiritual 
journey? Well, that is one purpose our rituals serveðhelping to 
prepare us by creating understanding through repetition. For 
centuries we have known that ritual plays an important part in 
forming our view of the world. For example, we do not know 
what day Jesus was born on, but we celebrate December 25th 
as his birthdate, why? The answer has been lost in the annals of 
history. Some say we celebrate Christmas on December 25th 
because the Emperor of Rome wanted to calm down the 
Saturnalia celebrations that were a week long, but there isnôt 
any real evidence of that. Others say that it was to usurp the 
celebration of Sol Invictus, but again there is not evidence for 
that either. It appears the date was picked on or near the year 
354 AD, but that too is anecdotal. Does it matter?  
 

The importance of Christmas is the ritual of remembrance, not 
the date (and not the presents by the way). Celebrating 
Christmas, reminds us of the birth of Jesus. This in turn draws 
us into the theology of fully human/fully divine, which in turn 
helps us to create our understanding of who our Lord and Savior 
is to us. These rituals help us deal with difficult times and issues 
that arise in our lives. You might not think of it as thinking ahead 
but it will serve you well when things get difficult.  
 

Take a few minutes and consider all the rituals in your life. How 
do they help you? Can you see them as travel aids or 
boundaries? No? Then you had better just stay home New Yearôs 
Eve, lest you participate in a ritual with long lasting 
consequences!  
 

Oh, and HAPPY NEW YEAR (Just another ritual!) 
 

Shalom, 
Cliff Caton  

January 2022  
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NEXT MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 
 
 
 

*PLEASE NOTE NEW DAY & TIME* 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19TH @ 6:30PM 

 

Contact Jim Wallace, incoming Board Chairman w/questions. 
 

Monthly Board meetings are open to attend. A copy of the monthly board 
minutes can be found each month on the bulletin triangle in the front foyer 
at church. 

Please be advised of the following updates to our worship: 
 

We have incorporated Communion and Offertory back into the 
service order. If you are uncomfortable with participating in 
these elements from a common tray, we are still offering  
premade communion and a place to share your giving on the 
front foyer table. 
 

As we continue to navigate our way back to a more ñnormalò 
way of worshipping, we may continue to make some  
adjustments. It may develop that we have a section of the  
sanctuary that is reserved for those who want to practice  
additional safety. 
 

As of this moment, masks are optional while worshipping  
together. We will continually monitor the situation, and we may 
again choose to reinstitute previous requirements.  
 

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Jim Wallace, 
our incoming Board Moderator; Pastor Cliff; or the church office 
at 816-229-8400. 
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 @First Christian Church of Blue Springs @FCCBSMO 
 

If you do not feel comfortable returning to worship in person, or 
would like to continue to supplement your worship online, we are 
livestreaming our worship services each week on both Facebook  
and YouTube. 
 

Thank you to all of our faithful givers who have  
continued their tithes. You too can support FCC  
by giving online at www.fccbsmo.org/donations.  
You can also mail a check to 701 NW 15th St,  
Blue Springs, MO 64015. Many banks also offer  
automatic withdrawal options. 

4ÈÅ ÓÔÁÆÆ ×ÉÓÈ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒȢ 4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÔÏ 
ÓÅÒÖÅ ÙÏÕȢ 7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ×ÁÙÓ ÂÙ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ 
ÙÏÕȢ 7Å ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÅÓ  
ÁÎÄ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÙÅÁÒȢ 
 

'ÏÄ "ÌÅÓÓȟ 
 

April, Alex, Bryce, Casey, Cliff,  

Eva - Marie, Glenda, Jim and Rachel  

 

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÎÏÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÆПÉÃÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÌÏÓÅÄ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ςτÔÈ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ  
$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ σρÓÔ ÁÓ ÂÏÔÈ #ÌÉÆÆ Ǫ !ÐÒÉÌ ÕÓÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÖÁÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÉÍÅȢ 

http://www.fccbsmo.org/donations


 

 Our Newest Members 
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Long Term Concerns 

 Concerns & Celebrations 

Concerns 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Celebrations 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 PRAYERS FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

If you have a family member, friend or loved one 
who is serving active duty in the military, please  
contact the office to have them included in our 

ongoing prayers. If available, please provide us with a picture 
and any pertinent information you wish to share, such as: 
name, relationship to you, family, where they are serving, 
what capacity they are serving in, etc... 
 

Please keep the following troops in our prayers: 
 

 

To respect the privacy of our members, we omit concerns, celebrations, birthdays, anniversaries and any 
other sensitive information when the newsletter is published on our website. Thank you for understanding. 


